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A quarter of an hour's quick fire by a mass of artillery
on a clearly determined objective will generally suffice to
bi^ak its resistance, or at any rate to make it uninhabit-
able and therefore uninhabited*

The mass of artillery must then open a quick fire a
quarter of an hour before the infantry mass enters in
line. Such will be the rule; artillery fire must begin
later if the infantry attack, starting from a great distance,
needs a longer time before coming within efficient range
for infantry fire,                     *

Against what should fire be opened? Against the
obstacles which may delay the march of infantry*

The first obstacle is the enemy gun. It will be the
first objective assigned to artillery masses.

Once superiority shall have been secured in that
struggle, obstacles and shelters covering the road to that
objective will have to be smashed, or at any rate mads
untenable. The second part of the same task of pre-
paration will consist in destroying and riddling with
projectiles the infantry occupying or surrounding them*

Once the road is open, it must be kept clear; once
the breach is made, the enemy must be prevented from
filling it; therefore one must be able to go on firing
against *he part of the enemy front which is our target
until it shall be assaulted by the attacking infantry.

The success of the attack must also be ensured by
striking at any kind of troops the enemy may oppose:
fresh batteries, counter-attacks,

In order to fulfi\this third rdle, the artillery masses
prepare groups of batteries (called groups of attack and
of counter-attack), designed to follow and support the
infantry columns, as well as to manoeuvre in the direc-
tions which threaten danger*

As their movements must be carried out very quickly,
it behoves the commanders to foresee those movements
and to see that roads and positions should be recon-
noitred in the direction each of them will take; ahead,
on the exterior wing, etc.

Such a simultaneous action can only be performed by
numerous batteries after a single command over them
has been set up, which shall be capable of directing fire
as well as of dividing between them the various portions
of the task just mentioned and of making their efforts
comply with the needs of the infantry attack.